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PREFACE.

A rFEw words are necessary to inform the reader how this
“Inquiry into the Ethnography of Afghanistan’” came to be
written by me.

In the beginning of thls year, when invited by Professor G. W.
Leitner to join the Ninth International Congress of Orientalists,
to be held in London in September, 1891, I was at the same time
asked to contribute a Paper or Monograph towards the work of
the Congress. I had no hesitation in accepting the invitation to
join the Congress as a member ; but to become a contributor to its
work was quite another thing. For some time I was in doubt
whether I could offer anything worthy the attention of the
learned men who would take part in the work of the Congress.
I happened to have by me a mass of miscellaneous notes and
memoranda, and carried in my head a variety of information—
acquired amongst the people themselves—all relating to the in-
habitants of Afghanistan, and which I had thought of embody-
ing in a book which I intended some day to write as a record of
my experiences and observations during a long and exceptionally
varied career in the active service of Her Most Gracious Majesty’s
Government of India. But that “some day,” from one cause
and another, seems to be as intangible as the term itself is in-
definite. Reflecting on this, it occurred to me that the present
occasion offered a good opportunity to put before the public some
part of what up to the present time remained with myself as so
much useless information—useless from want of participation in
it with others better qualified than myself to utilize the materials
collected for the advancement of knowledge by the elucidation of
the truth from the various data. I therefore decided to prepare,
as a Monograph for the Congress, an ‘Inquiry into the Ethno-
graphy of Afghanistan,” confident that—however defective the
Inquiry itself must necessarily be under the hurried conditions of
its execution—it would at all events furnish the Orientalists with
an inviting subject for investigation and further research.

In the course of the Inquiry, I have, amongst other identifica-
tions, identified certain tribes now inhabiting Afghanistan as the
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representatives of the posterity of the Greeks who anciently ruled
in that country. But I have not had time to enter into this sub-
Ject as largely as it deserves; though I may here state that the
discoveries recorded in this Inquiry regarding these tribes of
Greek descent are not for that reason to be rejected off-hand-
Because, if anything is required by way of proof to substantiate
the accuracy of my identifications in this connection, no evidence
could be more conclusive than the fact, that the vocabulary ot
the language they at this day speak as their vernacular dialect is
to the extent of one half, more or less—more rather than less—
either unaltered Greek or Greek changed so little from the
original as to be easily recognisable.

With regard to the other numerous tribes dealt with, I have
had no time to do more than record and suggest identifications
en passant. But those of Rajput descent deserve especial atten-
" tion, from an historical point of view, owing to their intimate
connection anciently with the Greeks whose posterity I have
above referred to. For the rest, I must perforce let my Paper
now go forth to the Congress for what it is worth, carrying its
defects and its deficiencies with it.

H. W. BELLEW.,

Farnnan Rovar.



AN INQUIRY INTO THE

ETHNOGRAPHY OF AFGHANISTAN.

THERE is so much relating to our subject which has to be com-
pressed within the limited space at our disposal, that I must
restrict my prefatory remarks to a bare outline of the course I
propose to follow in the pursuit of this investigation.

Since the commencement of this century, when we first became -
personally acquainted with the people of Afghanistan, through
the inquiries prosecuted in that direction by the Honourable -
East India Company, a great deal has been said and written about
the Afghans and their origin. All this I propose to set aside and
dismiss from my thoughts ; and now to set out upon an independ-
ent investigation, based upon the records of the ancient and
modern authorities in whose writings we find notices of the
region to which our inquiry is directed.

StrABO, the date of whose death is assigned to the year 24 a.p.,
speaking of ErRATosTHENES’ account of India at the time of its
invasion by ALExANDER (Geog. xv. 1. 10), says: “ At that period
the Indus was the boundary of India and Ariana, situated towards
the west, and in the possession of the Persians; for afterwards
the Indians occupied a larger portion of Ariana, which they had
received from the Macedonians.” And farther on (xv. 2. 9), de-
scribing Ariana, he says: “ The Indians occupy (in part) some of
the countries situated along the Indus which formerly belonged
to the Persians. ALexaNDER deprived the Ariani of them, and
established there settlements of his own. But SELEUKUS NI1KATOR
gave them to SaNDRAKOTTUS in consequence of a marriage con-
tract, and received in return five hundred elephants.”

Here we have two facts established. First, that at the period
of ALEXANDER'’s invasion—a.c. 330—Ariana was peopled (in part)
by Indians, who afterwards occupied a larger portion of the
country, which they had received from the Macedonians. And
next, that ALExaNDEr deprived the Ariani of their countries

_ situated along the Indus, and there established settlements of his

own ; presumably including Greek colonists, we may add. These

statements of STeraBo receive confirmation from PriNy, about

half a century later (his death is dated 79 A.p.), who, describing
B
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the boundaries of Northern India, says (Nat. Hist. vi. 23):
% Most geographers do not fix the Indus as the northern boun-
dary of India, but add the four satrapies of the Gedrosi, Ara-
khotw, Arii, and Paropamisads, fixing the river Kophes as its
farthest boundary.” Here we learn from PriNy.the portions of
Ariana which were peopled by Indians at a period subsequent to
the invasion of ALExANDER by about four hundred years.

GENERAL Sie ALEXANDER CUNNINGHAM, in his “ Ancient Geo-
graphy of India,” published just twenty years ago, speaking of
the boundaries of Northern India, quotes these passages from .
StraBo and PriNy ; and, after recognising SaNDRAKOTTUS as the
CuaNDRA Gupra Maurva, whose grandson Asoka propagated
Buddhism to the most distant parts of his empire, mentions
Alasadda, the capital of the Yona, or Greek country, as one of
these places, and, adducing proofs of the Indian occupation of the
Kabul valley in the third and fourth centuries before Christ,
instances its completeness by the use of the Indian language on
the coins of the Baktrian Greeks and Indo-Scythians down to
100 A.p.; which language, he observes, although lost for the next
two or three centuries, again makes its appearance on the coins
of the Abtelites, or White Huns, of the sixth century. In the
following century, he says, the king of Kapisa was a Kshatriya,
or pure Hindu; during the whole of the tenth century the Kabul
valley was held by a dynasty of Brahmans, whose power was not
finally extinguished until towards the close of the reign of
Maemup GuAzNAVI, down to which time, it would appear, a
great part of the population of Eastern Afghanistan must have
been of Indian descent, while the religion was pure Buddhism.
“During the rule of the Ghaznavis, whose late conversion to
Muhammadanism,” says Sir A. CunNiNeHAM, “ had only added
bigotry to their native ferocity, the persecution of idol-loving
Buddhists was a pleasure as well as a duty. The idolaters,” he
says, “ were soon driven out, and with them the Indian element,
which had subsisted for so many centuries in Eastern Ariana,
finally disappeared.”

The above remarks of the erudite scholar and eminent archaeo-
logist just quoted are of great value, as confirming the existence
of an Indian population in Eastern Afghanistan down to the first
third of the eleventh century of our era. And I may here state
in anticipation, that, although the idolaters were driven out of
their idolatry, and with them the Indian element disappeared in
the brotherhood of Islam, an Indian people, both in their tribal
names and national customs, as well as in the languages they
speak, still exists in the satrapies assigned to the Indians by
Priny. In the course of our inquiry we shall see Indians re-
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appearing everywhere in eastern Afghanistan, and often by the
names of great Rajput tribes of renown in the history of India.

One result of ALEXANDER'S conquest, as we have seen above,
was the introduction into the countries along the Indus of settle-
ments of his own, in which, we may conclude, were comprised
various colonies of Greeks; the cession of these countries by
SeLEUKUS NIkATOR (Whose death is dated 281 B.c.) to SANDRA-
KorTUs, would not, under the amicable circumstances of the
transfer, dislodge these settlements, though it would naturally
be followed by an increase of the Indian population in the ceded
countries. This, indeed, took place on, it seems, a great scale
during a long period ; and the Indian element predominated in
the population of Eastern Afghanistan down to the first third of
the eleventh century, since which period it has been lost to view
under the supreniacy of Islam. Bearing these points in mind, we
can now enter upon the inquiry before us, prepared to recognise
in the existing inhabitants of Afghanistan representatives of the
ancient population of Ariana.

The country now called Afghanistan is the Ariana of the
ancient Greeks. STrABO (V. 2. 8), quoting ERATOSTHENES, gives
the limits of this region as follows: “ Ariana is bounded on the
east by the Indus, on the south by the Great Sea, on the north
by the Paropamisus, and the succeeding chain of mountains as

- far as the Caspian Gates, on the west by the same limits by
which the territory of the Parthians is separated from Media,
and Karmania from Parstakene and Persia. . . . The name
also of Ariana is extended so as to include some part of Persia,
Media, and the north of Baktria and Sogdiana ; for these nations
speak nearly the same language.” EratostHENES died about
196 B.c,, so that we may conclude that up to that date the lan-
guage of Ariana was the Persian, or one of its dialects; and that
the Pukhto was not at that time formed; or if previously exist-
ing, was confined to the Swat highlands and Suleman range.
The boundaries he has assigned to Ariana were probably those

, recognised as the limits of the region during the period of the
Greek sway ; for Heroporus was apparently unacquainted with
the geographical divisions of this country which are mentioned
by the later Greek writers.

For the purpose of our inquiry we may say that Afghanistan
is bounded on the east by the Indus from Gilgit to the sea; on
the south by the Arabian Sea; on the west by the Persian
Kirman and Khorasan; and on the north by the Oxus river as
far as Khojah Salih, and thence across the Kharizm desert to

" Persian Khorasan,

The name Afghanistan, as applied to the region thus defined,
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is not commonly known, or so used, by the people of the country
itself, either in whole or in part. It is the name given to the
whole region in a general way by its neighbours and by foreigners,
_ from the appellation of the dominant people inhabiting the country,
and appears to have originated with the Persians in modern times
only. |For, although our Afghans have been known in history
' as a particular people since the commencement of the eighth
century, their country has not been called Afghanistan until this
people were established as an mdependent nation under a king
of their own race, in the middle of the last century ; immediately
preceding Which event, the conqueror Napir SuaH, having
recovered this region to the Persian sovereignty, was the first
who called the northern portion Afghanistan and the southern
Balochistan, after the names of two great tribes or peoples pre-
| dominating in these parts respectively.
Khorasan is the name used by the people themselves to
designate the country known to outsiders as Afghanistan, and
the term fairly corresponds to the limits above assigned to the
Ariana in its extended sigmification; the western portion of
Khorasan, from the Mashhad district in the north to the Ghainat
in the south, marking off the Persian Khorasan.
Proremy divides Ariana into the seven provinces of Margiana
(Murgab or Marv), Baktriana (Balkh and Badakhshan, and now
- Afghan Turkistan), Aria (Herat), Paropamisus (Hazarah and
Kabul to the Indus, including Kafiristan and Dardistan), Dran-
giana (Sistan and Kandahar), Arakhosia (Ghazni and Suleman
range to the Indus), and Gadrosia (Kach and Makran, or Balo-
chistan); these provinces are fairly well represented by the
modern divisions of the country, as above bracketed with each.
The native divisions of the country, as spoken of by Muham-
madan writers, are not so well defined. Some speak of the
northern half as Kabulistan, and the southern as Zabulistan ; of
the mnorth-eastern part as Bakhtar, and the north-western as
Ghor; of the south-eastern part as Roh, and the south-western
as Nimroz. In this division Kabulistan comprises Margiana,
Aria, Paropamisus, and Baktriana; and Zabulistan comprises
Drangiana, Arakhosia, and Gadrosia ; whilst Bakhtar would com-
prise Baktriana and the eastern half of Paropamisus; Ghor, the
western half of Paropamisus, Aria, and Margiana; Roh, all
- Arakhosia, with the eastern halves of Drangiana and Gadrosia,
or Kandahar and Kach; and Nimroz, the western halves of
Drangiana and Gadrosia, or Sistan and Makran.

The Afghanistan above defined is the region to the existing
inhabitants of which our present inquiry is directed. It will
facilitate our comprehension of the subject ultimately if we
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pursue the investigation in some definite order; and as it is
important, as an aid to our recognition of the different tribes and
clans, that we should distinguish ‘between the inhabitants under
the ancient Persian domination and those introduced into the
country after the destruction of the Empire of Darrus CopoMANNUS
by Arexanper THE GreaT, I propose to take Heroporus, the
earliest historical authority, as our guide for the former period;
and, as we proceed step by step, to add to what he has recorded
of the ancient inhabitants of this region, so far as concerns their
national designations and territorial occupancies, such further
information of the like kind, regarding later arrivals, as we find
in the works of the best known of the Greek and Latin writers of
antiquity, subsequent to the period of that great revolution in
this part of Asia—during which Greece and India joined hands
in the intermediate regions of Persia and Ariana—such as STraBo,
. Priny, ArriaN, ProLEmy, CurTIus, ete.; and to supplement what
we gather from their records, with such further illustrations of
our subject as we may derive from the works of modern authori-
ties, amongst which Top’s * Annals of Rajasthan,” published in
1829, is the most useful and instructive; and, finally, to utilize
the information gathered from these various sources by the light,
however obscure and flickering, of personal observation during
many years of residence amongst the people themselves.

By this plan we shall, I think, be the better prepared to
recognise in many of the existing tribes of Afghanistan the
modern representatives of the ancient nations of Ariana, and thus
be enabled to form an accurately founded distinction between the
old possessors and the later settlers; between the remains of
subsequent dynastic invaders and the stragglers of transitory
plunderers. And if a consequence of our inquiry is not to throw
some new light upon the history of India in its connection with
the Greek dominion and the Jata (Getic) invasion by which it
was destroyed ; in connection with the relations of these Scythian
conquerors with their kindred races of the earlier irruptions
which peopled Northern India with the Brahman and the.
Kshatriya; in connection with their joint domination in Ariana—
Buddhist Jata in the north, Brahman Kshatriya in the south ; and
finally in connection with the struggles of these Indians of Ariana
with the fire-worshipping Parthian under the long supremacy of
the Arsaki dynasty, their participation under the Parthian flag in
the wars against the Romans in Asia Minor, their contact with
Christianity, and their ultimate absorption into Islam ; if no such
results issue from our inquiry into the ethnology of the peoples
now composing tre pepulation of Afghanistan, we may, perhaps,
at least learn what is the true meaning of that name, and who
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the Afghans really are. With this explanation I proceed to our
inquiry. :

About a century prior to the destruction of the Persian Empire
of Darrus Copomannus by the Makedonians under ALEXANDER THE
GreAT, HERODOTUS had written a very full history of that country
down to his own day. But little of his most interesting records
relate immediately to that portion of the ancient Persia with
which we are just now concerned. That little, however, is of
especial interest and great value to us in our present inquiry. At
that period, about 450 B.c., Ariana, the Khorasan, or Afghanistan,
we speak of, formed the eastern portion of the Empire of Darius
Hystaspes—DArA son of GusHTAsP. This Darius belonged to a
Persian family or tribe, whose seat was in the north-eastern part
of the country we are discussing—in the Bakhtar province, the
capital of which was the city of Balkh, called by the Arabs
Um-al-bilad, or “Mother of Cities,” on account of its great
antiquity. He succeeded, about 521 B.c., to the empire founded
by Cyrus (Kurush), and enlarged and consolidated by his son and
successor CAMBYsEs (Kambojia, Kambohji). Cyrus—whose mother
was called MANDANE (Mandana; perhaps a princess of the Man-
dan tribe), and said to be a Mede, and whose father was called
CauBysEs (Kambohji; probably a chieftain of the Kamboh tribe)—
having reduced the Medes and conquered the kingdom of Crasus
the Lydian (Ladi), thereby became master of all the territory
extending from the Indus to the Hellespont.

At this period, the principal Persian tribes, as named by Hero-
potus (bk. 1. 125), were the Pasargadai (Pisar-kada, *“ Sons of the
House”’), the tribe of the Royal Family; the Maraphoi and the
Maspoi tribes apparently connected with the civil and military
administration of the Empire; the Panthialai, the Derusiai, and
the Germanoi, who were all husbandmen; and the Daai, the
Mardoi, the Dropikoi, and the Sagartoi, who were all nomads.

The mother tongue of all these tribes would be the Persian.
‘We find most of them represented amongst the existing popula-
tion of Afghanistan by tribes bearing precisely the same names,
and speaking the Persian language. The Panthialai, it would
seem, formerly had an occupancy on the extreme eastern or
Indus frontier; for there is a district in the Mahmand hills, on
the Peshawar frontier, north of the Khybar Pass and between the
Kabul and Swat rivers, called Pandiali, after which a division of
‘the Mahmand, or “ Great Mand,” tribe is named ; if, indeed, this
division of the Mahmand be not descended from the Persian
Panthialai, after whom the district is named ; for, though they are
now incorporated with the Mahmand, and speak the Pukhto, they
differ. from other Pathans in many of their customs, and in
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appearance. The Derusiai are represented by the Daruzi, in the
mountains east of Herat, in Afghanistan; and more numerously
by the Drusi, or Druses, of the Lebanon, in Syria. The Ger-
manoi are the Kirmani of the Persian Kirman province ; there is
another Kirman district on the Indus, of which we shall speak
later on. These are all settled tribes.

The Daai are the Dahi of Dahistan, or Hazarah, in Afghanis-
tan. The Mardoi are now included with the Dahi, as the Dahi
Mardah, and occupy exactly the position assigned to them by
STrABO, as we shall see farther on. The Dropikoi are the
Derbikoi of StraBo and Derbikki of Priny, and the Dharbi, or
Dharbi-ki Rajput, a bard or minstrel tribe; they are now found
in Afghanistan as the Darbaki, an obscure and little-esteemed
people, scattered about in small clusters of a few families toge-
ther, amongst the Jamshédi and Firozkohi Aymac, in the country
between Herat and Mymana. The Sagartoi I have not been able
to trace by that name in any part of Afghanistan, except by
the name of a hill district in Western Balochistan. These are all
nomadic. The language of both classes is Persian.

The chief tribes of the Medes, says HeEroporus, were the Busai,
the Paratakenoi, the Strukhatai, the Arizantoi, the Budioi, and
the Magoi. None of these tribes are traceable by those names in
Afghanistan. Paratakenoi is perhaps the same as the modern
Kohistani, and means ‘“Mountaineer.” The Magoi or Persian
Magh, are now called Gabr, and by this name are found in several
parts of Afghanistan as small sectionsof some of the larger tribes;
and in Swat and the neighbouring hills on the Indus, north
of Peshawar, they constitute a distinct tribe called Gabari or
Gawarali, occupying a small district called Gabrial, on the west
bank of the Indus above the Barando valley. Formerly they
were an important tribe in these parts, and Swat was called
Gabari, or Swati Gabari, down to the time of the Emperor Babar,
the middle of the fifteenth century. They were fire-worshippers,
. and appear to have come into these parts at an early period of
the Parthian or Arsaki rule; they are now nominally and pro-
fessedly Musalmans. Among the western Muhammadans the
name Gabr or Gawr is used as a term of reproach, and is the
familiar Giaur applied by them to Christians and other unbe-
lievers in Islam.

The other nations of the empire of Cyrus mentiened by Hero-
porus as dwelling within the kingdom of Crasus, and Persian
subjects, were the Lydoi, formerly called Moionoi or Meionoi ; the
Phrygoi ; the Mysoi, who were colonists of the Lydoi; the Mari-
andynoi, so named from the district they occupied; the Khalaboi;
the Paphlagonoi; the Thrakoi, who on crossing over into Asia
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were called Thynoi and Bithynoi; Karoi, Ionoi, Doroi, Aéoloi;
and Pamphyloi. Most of these names are largely represented
amongst the tribes of Afghanistan, and principally in the northern
portion of the Indus border, in the precise locality which was a
seat of Greek settlement, as we know from the evidence of coins,
and architectural remains, as well as from historical record, dur-
ing the period of the Greek Baktrian dominion from 330 to 126
B.C., or even to a much later date. The army of ALEXANDER THE
GReAT was no doubt very largely recruited from the tribes of
Asia Minor, not only as soldiers, but also as camp followers,
menials, sutlers, and so forth. It was probably from this source
that ALEXANDER made those settlements of his own in the coun-
tries he took from the Ariani, as mentioned by StraBO in the
passage before quoted. Whilst, later on, merchants and traders
and colonists, in all likelihood, flocked to the Greek kingdoms
and principalities on the borders of the wealthy gold-yielding
India; for India alone of all the twenty satrapies of Darrus paid
him tribute in gold, and is expressly stated to have been the
richest of them all.

However, be all this as it may, there must have been many
genuine Greek and Makedonian tribes represented in the ranks
and camps of ALEXANDER’S army, and in those of his immediate
successors in Ariana, together with various Lydian tribes, received
in the way of reinforcements from time to time. Among the
new tribes introduced into Ariana by ALEXANDER and his imme-
diate successors, there must have been Akhaoi or Achaians, Boioi
or Beeotians, Paionoi or Pmonians, and other Panmnoi or tribes of
Pannonia, such as the Norikoi, Paioplai, Doberoi, Bessoi, and other
Pangaioi, or Pang®ans.

I mention the names of these Makedonian and Greek tribes,
because throughout a large tract of mountainous country bor-
dering upon the Indus, and forming part of the ancient Baktriana,
we have at this day a great number of tribes and clans of Afghans,
so-called, bearing precisely the same names. To run over the
list above, given by Heronorus—the Lydoi are represented in
Afghanistan by the Ludi or Lodi; the Maionoi, by the Miyani;
the Mysoi, by the Misa; the Thynoi and Bithynoi, by the Tani
and Bitani; the Karoi, Ionoi, Doroi, and Aioloi, by the Karo,
Yunus, Dor, and Ali, or Aali, clans and sections of several Afghan
tribes ; and the Pamphyloi, by the Parmuli or Farmuli.

The Ludi tribe of Afghanistan, with whom the Miyani and the
Musa have always been closely associated, as will be seen further on,
has figured conspicuously amongst Afghan tribes in connection
with the history of medieval India, since the time of MauMUD
GHAZNAVI, at the commencement of the eleventh century; at which
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time they had already acquired renown for their martial qualities.
They were largely entertained by Mammup as soldiers, and fur-
nished him with several enterprising military leaders and capable
provincial governors. The capture of Somnath, 1024 A.p, is said
to have been due to the valour of the Ludi contingent, and Man-
MUD, in recognition of their services in this campaign, gave some
of their chiefs important commands in Hindustan ; the favour they
enjoyed under the Ghaznavi dynasty theyretained under that of the
succeeding Ghori, two centuries later, and it was a Ludi chieftain
who, with his contingent of clansmen, led the van of SmanAB-
UDDIN’S expedition against Delhi, 1193 A.p., when the Rajput
sovereign of Hindustan, the RAE Prruora, or PIRTHWIRAJA, Was
vanquished and slain, and the empire of India transferred to the
Muhammadan., On this occasion, say the Afghans, SHAHABUDDIN,

the second Sultan of the Ghori dynasty of Ghazni, raised the
Ludi chieftain, MaLik MAHMUD, to the rank of Amir, and granjed
extensive estates to himself and his fellow-chiefs. From this time
the fortunes of the Ludi steadily rose, and they became powerful
in Panjab. The conquest of SHAHABUDDIN opened a free communi-
cation between Afghanistan and India; and large numbers of
Afghans of many different tribes flocked into the country as
military mercenaries.. Two centuries later again, when the Amir
Tymur, or TAMERLANE, invaded Hindustan and captured Delhi,
1398 A.p., he was accompanied by a strong contingent of Afghans,
at the head of which was Marik KrIpAR, Ludi, with the Jalwani,
Sarwani, and Niyazi chiefs from the Suleman range. For his
services on this occasion Marix KHiDAR, who was previously -
governor of Multan, was appointed to the government of Delhi,
and under his rule the Ludi became masters of nearly the whole
of Panjab, from Multan to Sarhind. In 1450 A.p., BagLow, Ludi,
mounted the throne of Delhi, and established the dynasty of
Afghan, or Pathan, sovereigns of Hindustan. Under their rule
the Afghans swarmed into Hindustan; whole tribes left their
country and settled as colonists in various parts of India, princi-
pally in the Rajput States of Central India, in Rajwara, Barar, and
Hydrabad of the Dakhan, or Southern India. Among the tribes
thus quitting Afghanistan were the Ludi, the Panni, the Naghar,
the Bitani, the Maku, and others; whilst every tribe of note sent
its contingent of clansmen, large or small, as the case might be,
to join their countrymen and seek new homes and found new
settlements in the wide extent of Hindustan. These emigrants
are mostly dispersed in small communities amongst the general~
population ; but in some parts, as in Shekhawat, Barar, Karaoli,
Hydrabad, etc., they form numerous and distinct colonies. In
more recent times again, so late as the last century only, another
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great emigration of Afghans took place from the Roh division of
Afghanistan into Hindustan, which peopled a whole province,
named Rohilkhand, after their appellation of Rohila, or natives
of Roh. I have entered into these details here, as the instance
seems to afford an illustration of what may have occurred in the
way of shiftings of the population in the ancient Persian empire
after its overthrow by the Greeks. The two cases seem to run
parallel in many points; but we have not time to dwell on the
subject just now, more than to point out that in Persia, Greeks
had overrun the country as merchants, scribes, physicians, etc.,
and were largely employed by the kings as mercenary troops, for
ages before the Makedonians conquered the country; and that in
India the Afghans were employed as mercenary soldiers, personal
guards, district governors, etc., and traversed the country in all
directions as caravan merchants for centuries before the Ludi
acquired the sovereignty, in the middle of the fifteenth century.

The Ludi have entirely disappeared from Afghanistan, but the
Miyani, a branch of the tribe retaining its primitive name, is still
found in the country, as one of the divisions of the association of
caravan merchants denominated Povindah. The Miyani sub-
divisions or sections, as given in the Afghan genealogies, are the
following :— :

MirvAinT sections.

Ghorani.  Malahi.  Silaj. = Jat.  Isot.  Latah.
Mashani.  Togh. Samra. Sur. Keéki. Sarghi.
Rahwani.  Lohani. Shaktr. Zora. Ahir. Zmari.
Khatran and Gharshin or Khachin or Kachin.

Almost all of these names, not even excepting that of the clan
itself, the Miyani or Myanah, are found amongst the clans and
sections of the Rajput. But as the Rajput now comprise a great
many sub-divisions, the names of which do not appear in the
early genealogies of the race, as given in Top’s “ Annals of Ra-
jasthan,” it would seem that they have from time to time adopted
and incorporated with their own tribes many others, of perhaps
kindred origin, with which they came into contact in ancient
times, subsequent to ALEXANDER’S conquest of Ariana. I have
prepared a classified list of Rajput tribes and their subdivisions
for reference in connection with this inquiry, which will be found
at the end of this paper. It will serve as a guide to distinguish
the tribes coming into Ariana from the eastward from those enter-
ing the country from the west and the north, and to distinguish
both classes from the tribes inhabiting the country prior and up
to the period of the Makedonian conquest.

Among the other nitions of Asia Minor, the kingdom of Crasus
above mentioned, are the Thynoi and Bithynoi. These are repre-
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sented in Afghanistan by the Tani or Tini sections of the Ghilzi
and other Pathan tribes of the Suleman range, and by the Bitani,
a tribe which has always been linked with the Ladi. According
to the Afghan tradition the Ludi tribe sprung from the offspring
of a daughter of Shékh Bét or Bait—a new convert to Islam—the
chief of the Bitani tribe, inhabiting the mountains of Ghor.

The tradition briefly runs thus. In the Khilafat of Warip,
grandson of the KuArir MarwiN, Hasis BIN YUsur was dis-
patched in command of an army to conquer Khorasan and
Ghoristan. On the approach of the invaders a revolution took
place in that country, and its princes were deposed and exiled.
One of these princes, Suarx Husen by name, found an asylum in
the tuman, or camp, of Sukkr BiT, chief of the Bitani tribe
dwelling in that neighbourhood, fell in love with his host’s
daughter, named Matu, and stole her honour. ‘Coming events
cast their shadows before,” and the outraged parents, to close the
mouth of scandal and preserve the reputation of the family,
decided to marry the delinquent couple. Still it was necessary,
for the dignity of the Afghan name, to be assured of the rank
and parentage of the prospective son-in-law, and Smam Huskn
gave the following account of his descent: When FArmUN con-
quered Zohak (the Assyrian), and hanged him by the heels in
the cavern on Mount Damawund, the family of the captive fled
from their home at Istakhar, the capital of Fars, and took refuge
in the fastnesses of the mountains of Ghor, and there established
themselves with their dependents and followers. Prior to this
time there was no habitation in the mountains of Ghor, though
the borders of its territory were occupied by scattered families
of the Bani Israil, Afghans and others. The family of Snau
Husen descended from these Zohak refugees. When Hasis had
conquered Ghor, he sent its prince, KamALuppiN MarMUD, son of
JALALUDDIN HasaN, to the court of the KuAuir Warip at Bagh-
dad. At the same time the father of Smam Husen, called Saan
Mu’azzuppiN, set out on a pilgrimage to Makka, whilst the
youthful Suan HusiN betook himself to the neighbouring camp
of SuekH Bégr, Bitani.

This story, I may here interpose, seems based upon a hazy
and confused recollection of the history of Husen BIN SAM BIN
_Surr, the founder of the Ghori dynasty, which ruled at Ghazni
in succession to the dynasty founded there by SaBakracmv, Turk,
of which Surtan MaHMUD GHAZNAVI was the most celebrated
prince and plunderer of India. This Huskn, it is said, had gone
to India a-trading, and on his return journey, after a variety of
adventures and misfortunes, including shipwreck and imprison-
ment, fell into the hands of a band of robbers, in whose company
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he was captured by the troops of Surranx IBRARIM, Who reigned
at Ghazni from 1058 to 1098 A.0. The whole gang was taken to
the capital, and condemned to death ; but on Husex explaining
his misfortunes, he was taken before the Sultan, who, on learning
of his family, etc., not only released him, but took him into
favour, and gave him a post at the Court, from which he was by
degrees advanced to the highest charges of the State. IBramIM’s
son and successor, Mas'up III., made Husen his governor of the
whole province of Ghor, which was his native country, and where
his ancestors had previously reigned (D'Herseror from Khon-
demir).

Putting these two stories together, the Afghan account appears
to mark the first contact in Afghanistan of the Bitani with the
Ludi, which latter probably came from the west, as the former
occupancy of the Bitani in. Afghanistan is said to have been in
the hills separating the Logar valley of Kabul from the Zurmat
district of Ghazni; whilst the Ludi occupancy in Afghanistan
was in Kandahar. However, to continue the Afghan account of
Suan Husex, and the tribes descended from Suekn Bir's daughter
Ma10. Inorder to verify Sman Husen’s story of his parentage,
the Surkn BET despatched his servant, named Kias, of the Dér
(Déd or Ditm) caste, to SmaH Husen’s friends in Ghor. The mes-
senger returned with corroborative evidence, but declined to
divulge it unless the prince agreed to marry his daughter, named
Masnr, also,—a proposal to which Husen readily assented. Matters
thus settled, Suar Husen was forthwith married to Matt, who
shortly afterwards bore him a son, whom the parents named
Ghalzoe, “ son of a thief,” from the circumstances attending his
birth. From this GHALZOE sprung the Ghilzi tribe. Bist Marv
bore a second son (but it is not said by whom) named IsraHIM,
and surnamed Loe, * Great,” on account of his remarkable in-
telligence and superior abilities. In the course of time this term
Loe became changed to Lodi or Ludi, and was adopted as the
patronymic of the tribes descended from him. By his other
wife, Bist Man1, Suar HuseN had a son, called Sarwani, from
whom descended the tribe of that name. In the course of time
the offspring of the children of Bist MaTu became very numerous,
and were collectively styled Mati, because SHAH HuseN was not
an Afghan. Such is the native tradition. 1 may note here that
Mati is the name of a large and important Persian tribe, anciently
inhabiting Northern Persia, between the modern Hamadan and
Nishapur, and called Matianoi by StraBO (xi. 8). PLINY also
mentions the Matiani (“ Nat. Hist.” vi. 18) along with the
Sarang® and others, whose situation was west of the modern
Helmand, and south of the Ghor country. In Afghanistan the
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early seat of the Mati is said to have been the district of Matistan,
in the Arghandab valley. The descendants of Bist Mamr are
included along with the Mati.

Besides the daughter Martu, above mentioned, SeEkr Bir
* Brrant had three sons, viz.: WARASHPUN or AsHPUN, IsMArL, and
- KHuaJiN, KacHIN, or GHARsHIN; the tribes sprung from whom bore
their respective names, and are collectively styled Bitani, under
which patronymic the Mati, or descendants of Bist MaTu, are also
included. Priny (vi. 18) mentions the Bateni, along with the
Sarapara (a tribe we shall meet in Balochistan by-and-by) and
the Baktri, in a situation apparently not far distant from that
assigned as the early seat of the Bitani in Afghanistan, as above
mentioned. It is curious to observe the mixture of races in these
tribes, and to examine their composition is not without instruc-
tion.

According to the Afghan genealogies, the Bitani tribe com-
prises the four great clans of WarasuPUN, IsMAIL, KHAJIN, and
Marr. Let us see how they are severally constituted in their
khel and zi. These terms are added to the proper names of most
of the clans and sections, and to many of the tribes of Afghanistan
whose language is the Pukhto. They are not found attached to
the names of the Persian-speaking tribes, nor to the tribes in-
habiting Balochistan and Dardistan. The term %kél is generally
supposed to be an Arabic word signifying “troop, company,
association, etc., of horse”; but more correctly it is the Muham-
madan corruption of the Sanskrit or Hindi kila, signifying “tribe,
race, family,” The particle zai, in the plural zi, is explained as
derived from the Persian zadan, * to beget,” and signifies “ chil-
dren, offspring, descendants”; and is also used to designate any
¢ party,facticn,” etc.,bound together by common interests; properly
it represents the Sanskrit genitive affix si. I have not noticed
any distinction in the application of these terms to the names of
Afghan tribes; they seem to be used indifferently, and often both
applied to the same tribe, as Ali-khél and Ali-zi, Musa-khel and
Musa-zi, etc. For the sake of brevity I have omitted these terminal
affixes from the names of the Afghan clans and sections.

‘W ARASHPUN or AsHPUN comprises the following sections :—

Abulfarah. Aokri. Bai. * Bahman, * Balmir.
* Band. Barshori.  * Chaki. * Chalak, * Chéani.

Chalapi. * Damar. Darbi. Dargai. Dargini.
* Dorh. Doténi. Dreplara. Fatah, * Gharan.
* Ghori. Gurbuzi. Hamadani. Hasan. * Hiran.

Ibrahim, Ismail. * Jaki. Khaki. Khodo.
* Kodi. * Lali. Lashkari. * Maghzi. * Mala.

Naso. Niazi. * Pae. * Ramdeo. * Samar.
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* Seo. Shahmalik. Shakhi. Shamsher, * Sibati.
* Sikri. Tajo. Tarklanri. * Tart. Uzbak.
*Yahya.  * Yusuf. Zarbani.  * Zmari.

Of the above, those marked * are all distinctly Rajput and Iudian
in name. Bahman and Balmir=Baman and Balmi mercantile
Rajput clans. Band=Bhand, a minstrel clan of the Hindu.
Chaki and Chalaki are apparently the same, and represent the
Chaluk or Splanki Agnikula Rajput. Damar is the Damara
of the Rajataringini, and probably a clan of the Rahtor. Dorh
or Dor is the Doda Rajput. Gharan and Ghori are apparently
the same, and represent the Rajput Gor. Hiran is the Erana, a
branch of the Agar mercantile Rajput. Ibrahim and Ismail are
probably Muhammadan substitutes for the Indian names Brahman
and Simala, the latter of which is a well-known Rajput clan.
Jaki is apparently the Hindu Jat Jakkar. Maghzi and Pae stand
for the Magrasah and Paha clans of the Gahlot Rajput. Samar and
Sibati are the Sumra and Sipat Rajput. Sikri is the Sikarwal or
Sikar Rajput. Tari is the name of a Brahman tribe of Northern
India. Yahya is the Musalman form of Johya Rajput; as Yusuf
is of Isap, the native form of the Aspasioi and Aspioi of the
ancient Greek writers. Zmari is a corruption of the Hindu
Maisari.

IsuAiL, probably Rajput Simala, as above suggested, or else the
followers of IsmArwL, the founder of the sect of * The Assassins,”
is said to have quitt